Pediatric osteoblastoma of the sternum: a new surgical technique for reconstruction after removal: case report and review of the literature.
Benign osteoblastoma is a rare tumor of bone that has been reported in a variety of skeletal locations. A case of an isolated benign osteoblastoma in the sternum of an 11-year-old boy is described. In the chest wall, osteoblastoma has been reported in the ribs, and rarely in the sternum. To the authors' knowledge, this is the first report of an isolated sternal osteoblastoma in a child presented in the literature. The clinical and radiologic presentation of osteoblastoma is discussed, as well as an approach for reconstruction of the sternal defect following removal of the tumor. Experience with sternal reconstruction in the pediatric population is limited. This case demonstrates that osteoblastoma of the sternum can be successfully treated with wide resection and that sternal defect reconstruction can be accomplished successfully in a child.